
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BIG STONE COUNTY BOARD 
September 6, 2022 

 
 The Big Stone County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioners’ 
Room at 8:30 AM on Tuesday, September 6, 2022.  Chairman Klages called the 
meeting to order with Commissioners Olson, Backer and Athey present.  Also present 
were Dillon Dwyer of the Ortonville Independent and Coordinator Pam Rud. The Pledge 
of Allegiance followed.   
 Motion by Backer, seconded by Olson and carried to approve agenda. 
 Motion by Olson, seconded by Sandberg and carried to approve the minutes for 
both the August 16th regular Board meeting and the 5-year Highway planning meeting.  

Commissioners reported on the following committees: 
Sandberg – MSI, Work Session 
Olson – Pioneerland, PW, Work Session 

 Backer – Woodland, Probation, CPT, RDC, FEMA, Work session 
 Athey – P5, 1W1P, Work session 

Klages – Work session 
 Motion by Athey, seconded by Olson and carried to authorize payment of the 
following claims as presented by Auditor-Treasurer Knutson: 
  Ban-Koe Systems $   10,161.07 
  Butler Industrial Tire  2,898.26 
  CDW Government 9,969.00 
  Fischer’s Outback 4,867.34 
  Motorola 4,915.00 
  Newman Signs 2,512.26 
  Otis Elevator Company 28,262.50 
  ServPro 6,346.57 
  Sphero 3,561.50 
  Tri County Co-op Oil Assn 4,281.34 
  TrueNorth Steel 17,020.00 
  Twin Valley Tire 4,909.12 
  Waste Management 12,054.91 
  Yellow Medicine County Jail 2,971.07 
  48 Payments Less Than $2,000     20,333.75 
           Total  $135,063.69 
 Auditor-Treasurer Knutson reported that the County’s 2022 MCIT dividend will be 
$21,249 and is all related to Workers’ Compensation. 
 IT Director Matt Anderson presented information on PCs for People and shared 
that 50 households in Big Stone County were able to get free computers with the 
Blandin Grant.  Anderson requested up to $5,000.00 to purchase additional computers 
for 36 households that were placed on the waiting list.  Motion by Sandberg, seconded 
by Olson and carried to approve the funds as requested.  
 Environmental Director Darren Wilke requested approval of the Subsurface 
Sewage Treatment System FY 23 Grant agreement for $51,836.00.  Motion by Athey, 
seconded by Olson and carried to approve the grant agreement as presented and 
authorize Wilke to sign the agreement.  



 Lisa Graphenteen with Big Stone Area Growth presented information on the 
Small Cities Development Grant. Graphenteen proposed utilizing DSI to gather 
necessary information and write the grant. Motion by Olson, seconded by Backer and 
carried to authorize DSI to complete the grant application. 
 Motion by Olson, seconded by Sandberg and carried to approve Kelly Hagen and 
Debbie Himley to provide Child Support coverage until the position can be filled as 
presented by Family Service Director Laura Laub.   
 Motion by Athey, seconded by Backer and carried to appoint Echo Cummingham 
to the HRA Board. 
 Motion by Backer and seconded by Olson and carried to approve the following 
resolution: 

2022-31 
 Moratorium on the Sale of Hemp Derived THC (tetrahydrocannabinols) Food and 
Beverages. Big Stone County hereby finds and declares as follows:  
WHEREAS, based on the most reliable and up-to-date scientific evidence, the County 
Board finds that the rapid introduction of newly legalized edible cannabinoid products 
(“edibles”), presents a significant potential threat to the public health, safety, and welfare 
of the residents of Big Stone County, and particularly to youth; and  
WHEREAS, Big Stone County has the opportunity to be proactive and make decisions 
that will mitigate this threat and reduce exposure of young people to the products and to 
the marketing of these products;  
WHEREAS, the United States Surgeon General has issued an advisory to alert the 
public to the known and potential harms to developing brains, posed by the increasing 
availability of highly potent marijuana in multiple, concentrated forms;1 and the reasons 
for concerns with the increasing use of marijuana by pregnant women,2 adolescents 
and youth; and  
WHEREAS, the National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine note that 
the growing acceptance, accessibility, and use of cannabis and its derivatives have 
raised 2 important public health concerns, while the lack of aggregated knowledge of 
cannabis-related health effects has led to uncertainty about the impact of its use; and  
WHEREAS, 32.8 million Americans ages 12 and older reported using cannabis in the 
past 30 days, 49.6 million reported use in the past year,5 and 90 percent of adult 
cannabis users in the United States said their primary use was recreational; and 
between 2002 and 2019, the percentage of past-month cannabis users in the U.S. 
population ages 12 and older increased steadily from 6.2 percent to 10.8 percent; and  
WHEREAS, research has found cannabis use during adolescence, especially of 
products high in tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), or heavy use, is associated with suicide 
attempt, high school drop-out, higher likelihood of use of other illicit drugs and 
experiencing mental health impairment; and  
WHEREAS, nationally, there have been significant increases in cannabis use among 
those age 12 and older, but especially among those age 18-22, and cannabis use rates 
by youth age 18-22 are higher in states with legal adult-use cannabis than in non-legal 
states; and  
WHEREAS, in 2016, 15.7% of 11th grade students in Minnesota reported that they had 
used marijuana in the past 30 days, a number far exceeding that for cigarette smoking 
(8.4%); and  



WHEREAS, Minnesota has recognized the danger of cannabis use among youth by 
prohibiting the sale of edibles to those under age 21 (Minn. Stat. § 151.72, subd. 3(c)) 
and by requiring that edibles be packaged without appeal to children and in child-
resistant containers (Minn. Stat. § 151.72, subd. 5a(b)); and 
WHEREAS, many years of alcohol and tobacco retailing, which are likely to have 
parallels in cannabis retailing, have demonstrated that Minnesota retailers continue to 
sell alcohol and tobacco to underage consumers; and  
WHEREAS, children and young people are particularly influenced by cues suggesting 
tobacco smoking is acceptable, which holds relevance for cannabis smoking; and  
WHEREAS, while the sale of edible cannabinoid products has been legalized in 
Minnesota, it continues to be a Schedule I prohibited substance federally and therefore 
presents special challenges in multiple federally regulated spheres including banking, 
broadcasting, and immigration; and  
WHEREAS, all the above criteria and many more require consideration by health 
officials and policy makers before Big Stone County can ensure the public safety is 
preserved.  
NOW THEREFORE, Big Stone County hereby establishes a moratorium on the sale of 
hemp derived THC (tetrahydrocannabinols) food and beverages in order to allow the 
county time to study the issue and consider zoning, licensing and rules, and sales 
management controls for the sale of hemp derived THC food and beverages, similar to 
tobacco sales and products, behind the sales counter, checking identifications (ID’s), 
enforcement, compliance checks, license fees and other regulatory issues to consider. 
 Motion by Sandberg, seconded by Olson and carried to accept the resignation of 
Taylor Stotesbery effective September 16th in the Assessor office and approve filling the 
vacancy. 
 Work session included discussion on the 2023 budget and overall County needs 
in the coming year and how to best address them.   
 Commissioner Klages adjourned the meeting at 9:57 AM.  
 

 
              ATTEST:       
Jeff Klages, Chairman              Pam Rud, Coordinator 


